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were many far-seeing Frenchmen, like the French Foreign
Minister, Delcasse, who could not forget that France
had another, and more dangerous, neighbour.

It was fear of that neighbour that had made France, in
"Splendid 1895, enter into a Dual Alliance with Russia. Britain
isolation." ajone> among the six great powers of Europe, had no
allies. Her statesmen maintained that it was safer to
maintain a policy of " splendid isolation "; that one
could not become an ally of another nation without being
dragged into its quarrels with its neighbours. The Boer
War opened their eyes: they saw that in every country
in Europe the people rejoiced over Britain's humiliating
defeats, and derided her tardy and costly victories; they
saw that if Britain had not possessed a fleet at least as
powerful as the two next largest fleets, the other European
nations would have attacked her and shared out her
colonies. It is true that the Dominions had come to the
aid of the mother country, that contingents of Canadian,
Australian, and New Zealand volunteers had fought in
South Africa, but the Dominions were far away, and
their total population came to little more than ten millions.
In its search for allies the British Government turned
Britain and first of all to Germany. There in 1888 the Emperor
Germany, p^gjj^ j^ succeeded his father, the old Emperor
William L The new Emperor, already stricken by a mortal
illness when he ascended the throne, died before the end of
the year, and was succeeded by his son, the irresponsible
and headstrong William II. The young Emperor dis-
missed Bismarck, and adopted a more aggressive foreign
policy, against the consequences of which France and
Russia tried to insure themselves by forming the Dual
Alliance. At the time of the Jameson Raid, too, he sent
a telegram to President Kruger which seemed like a
threat of interference in South African affairs. Britain
at once mobilized a special battle fleet. But as the rival